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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to application filed on October 31, 2003. Claims 1-15 are pending and presented 
for examination. 

Title 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. 



Drawings 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art-- because only that which is old is 
illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be 
labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any 
portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 2-7 are objected to because of the following informalities: "A method according to 
claim..." needs to be changed to "The method according to claim Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 9-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: "A method according to 
claim..." needs to be changed to "The method according to claim Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 13 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: "A communication/test 
measurement agent according to claim..." needs to be changed to "The communication/test 
measurement agent according to claim Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, 
or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Claim 12 is directed to a communication test/measurement agent (software module), which 
does not fall within the four statutory classes of 101 . Applicant is advised to direct the claim language to a 
communication test/measurement agent stored on a tangible storage medium such as hard disk, CD- 
ROM or the like to overcome the 101 rejection. Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under the same rationale as claim 12 due to their dependency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Barnard et al, 

(hereinafter referred to as "Barnard") US Patent No. 7,231,555. 

1 . As per claim 1 , Barnard teaches a method of extending a communication test/measurement 
agent, comprising: 

providing the communication test/measurement agent (col. 3 lines 51-57) with built-in 
functionality to allow a communication test/measurement system or client to generically communicate with 
and operate the agent (col. 3 lines 51-57, col. 4 lines 23-34; collecting data from many different data 
sources or agents); and 
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providing the communication test/measurement agent with built-in functionality to allow the agent 
to automatically recognize and dynamically incorporate interface-specific plugins (col. 6 lines 4-14; plug- 
ins) that are specific to different types of communication interfaces and which allow the communication 
test/measurement client or system to communicate with the respective different types of communication 
interfaces (col. 5 line 53 - col. 6 line 14; selection of measurement may be determined by an 
automated process using API). 

2. As per claim 2, Barnard teaches a method wherein the incorporating is done by loading code of a 
plugin into the agent (col. 5 lines 53-65; test plug-ins). 

3. As per claim 3, Barnard teaches a method wherein a plugin is recognized and incorporated after 
the communication test/measurement agent has been deployed for communications test/measurement 
and without reprogramming the agent (col. 8 lines 44-64). 

4. As per claim 4, Barnard teaches a method wherein a plugin communicates with an application 
program that drives a communication interface of the type corresponding to the plugin (col. 6 line 65 - 
col. 7 line 19). 

5. As per claim 5, Barnard teaches a method wherein the agent provides a basic API to the central 
communication test/measurement system that is independent of any communication interfaces (col. 6 
lines 15-35; configuration setting may be applied through an API), and wherein the plugins extend 
the API for the respective types of interfaces (Fig. 4, col. 8 line 28-43). 

6. As per claim 6, Barnard teaches a method wherein one plugin for a particular type of 
communication interface allows communication with different communication interfaces of the that 
particular type (col. 8 lines 44-64). 

7. As per claim 7, Barnard teaches a method wherein an extensible language is used to 
communicate with the API (col. 5 lines 5-12), wherein a base set of commands of the extensible 
language corresponds to the built-in functionality, and wherein the recognizing and incorporating of a 
plugin further comprises extending the extensible language with additional verbs that are specific to the 
plugin (Fig. 4, col. 8 lines 28-43; a user may start a test by either direct input through GUI or by an 
automated process). 
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8. As per claim 8, Barnard teaches a method of communication with network analysis software, the 
method comprising: 

sending requests from a communication testing console to a communication agent (Fig. 4, col. 8 
lines 28-43 ); 

receiving the requests at the agent (col. 8 lines 44-64); 

when a first one of the requests is directed to a communication interface, handling the first 
request with a plugin of the agent that is specific to the type of the communication interface and when a 
second one of the requests is not directed to a communication interface, handling the second request 
with a common generic portion of the agent (col. 8 lines 44-64; Agent manager provides specific 
information on the management of data to be measured, including pre-configu ration setting 
information and instructions to start measurement). 

9. As per claim 9, Barnard teaches a method wherein the plugin responds to the first one of the 
requests with a response received from an application program that drives the communication interface to 
which the first request is directed (col. 6 line 65 - col. 7 line 19). 

10. As per claim 10, Barnard teaches a method wherein the common generic portion of the agent 
handles the second request by generating a response to the second request (col. 3 lines 40-49). 

11. As per claim 1 1 , Barnard teaches a method of extending a communication agent that provides a 
communication point for a console of a communication test/measurement system (col. 3 lines 51-57), the 
method comprising: 

deploying the communication agent (col. 3 lines 51-57), where the communication agent is 
deployed on a computing device comprising a communication interface and communicates with the 
communication interface using a driver application program, and where the console programmatically 
accesses the agent and accesses the interface through the agent (col. 6 line 65 - col. 7 line 19); and 

after the deploying, making the deployed communication agent aware of a new communication 
interface by installing on the computing device plugin software that can handle commands specific to the 
new communication interface, where the agent self-recognizes the plugin software and self-integrates the 
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plugin software, whereby the plugin software becomes part of the agent and allows the console to send 
commands to the new communication interface (col. 2 lines 29-61). 

12. As per claim 12, Barnard teaches a communication test/measurement agent, comprising: 
built-in code to allow a central communication test/measurement system to generically 

communicate with and operate the agent (col. 3 lines 51-57, col. 4 line 23-43); and 

built-in code to allow the agent to automatically recognize and dynamically incorporate interface- 
specific plugins (col. 6 lines 4-14) that are specific to different types of communication interfaces and 
which allow the network test/measurement system to communicate with the respective different types of 
communication interfaces (col. 5 line 53 - col. 6 line 14). 

13. As per claim 13, Barnard teaches a communication/test measurement agent further comprising 
an interface table comprising entries, wherein the agent adds an entry in the interface table to correspond 
to a new plugin which the agent has incorporated (col. 2 lines 50-61). 

14. As per claim 14, Barnard teaches a method wherein entries in the interface table identify a plugin 
for a type of communication interface and a corresponding communication interface of that type (col. 2 
lines 50-61). 

15. As per claim 15, Barnard teaches a machine-readable storage storing information enabling a 
network test/measurement agent to perform a process, the process comprising: 

receiving and processing generic communications from a central communication 
test/measurement system to generically operate the network test/measurement agent; and recognizing 
and dynamically incorporating into the network test/measurement agent interface-specific plugins that are 
specific to different types of communication interfaces and which allow the central communication 
test/measurement system to communicate with the respective different types of communication interfaces 
(col. 3 lines 51-57, col. 4 lines 23-34). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Please refer to form PTO-892 (Notice of Reference Cited) for a list of relevant prior art. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Mohamed Wasel whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2669. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00 am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)? If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Mohamed Wasel/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 

February 2, 2009 

/Nathan J. Flynn/ 



Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



